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The Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920

mIal R0 ST

THE IDENTIFICATION OF PRISONERS ACT » 1920

ﬁem_ ion 3 of the Act would be particularly useful for these purposes, dealing as it does with the
taking of measurements ate. of convicted persons or persons who have been ordered to give

taking measurements ar other evidence for identification) that the PErsen made to undergo this
procedure has had a previous conviction.' Here, the section looks to the past.

(1) Secondly, identification may be necessary for the burpose of an investigation into an alleged
oft'ence in order to establish the identity of the person arrested with the actyal culprit, on the
basis of the demonstrative evidence. Ultimately, the material 50 collected would be tendered as
evidence, mainly ynder section g of the Evidence Act. Sections 4 and 5 of the Aet of 1920 are
primarily concerned with this aspect. Section 7 is also, to some extent, concer- ned with such

identification.

{¢) Thirdiy, identification may be useful to establish 3 previous conviction--i.e, iden- tity of the
arrested person with a person previously convieted. Seetion 3 would be useful in this context?
Such previous conviction may itself be admissible in evidence either for impos- ing higher
punishment or (in some cases) as a relevant fact or fact in issues,

(d) Finally, identification may be useful for statistical Purposes,----for example, measure-
ments of convicted persons may be collected and analysed in order to confirm or reject any
thearies of anthropoligical interest that may be put forth in regard to criminals. The Act of
1326 does not directly coneern itself with this aspect. But measarements and other material
taken under the Act can be used for such purpose also, if necessary.

IV. Scheme ofthe Act Scheme of the Act-.

3-11. Let us now see how the Act seeks to achieve these objectives. The scheme of the Act briefly
is this. The first two sections deal with preliminary matters {short little, extent of the Act and
definitions). Various species of demonstrative evidence that can be procured form the subject
matter of three operative provisions---sections 3, 4, and 5--which confer on the specified
authorities power ta take such evidence,

3-12, Here the Act employs a dichetomy. It makes a distinction between (i) situations D'e"»o".._
"~ where the power to take such evidence is given to a police officer {of the prescribed rank),

and

(ii) situations where an order of the Magistrate is considered a pre-raquisite before taking such
evidence. The distinetion so made is obviously based on the solicitude of the law for the free-
dom of the individual even while he is under arrest.

3.13 The operative provisions of the Act are : P1_oviSions8nMyse__ Section 3-—-Taking of
measurements etc. of convicted persons,

Section 4----Taking of measurements etc. of non-convicted persons arrested for an offence
punishable with rigerous imprisonment for one year or upwards,

@
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